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For more inbrmation on

manufactured home fire

safety se the otherafct

sheets in this series:

» Planning Escape,

« Smoke and Carbon
Monoxide Alarms,

» Fire Sprinklers, and

 Electrical Sdety

or contact your local fireg

departnent.

Wood Stoves, Fireplaces, and
Space Heaters for Manufactured

More thanone-fifth of residential fires are
related to the use aslupplemental room
heates, such a wood- anadoalburning

Homes

Use Safely

Carefuloperaiton iscrucid to ocupant
safey. Use ony fuek appropate br the
appliance. Use oal only if specifically

stoves, kerosene heaters, gas space heatersgapprovedby the stove mauafacturer.

and elecaicalheates. You cane&duce the
chances that your familyill experience a

home fire by following snple guidelines on

Gasolire or other flanmable liquids should
never ke used tostart a wodl fire sinceit
might explode or flare up. &ver use

the installation and use of these appliances. gasolinein keroser heaters. Een snall

Insta Il Safe ly

Most of the fires rated to supplemental
heating appliances are caused tpioper
instalation, mainénance, ouse ofthe
appliances. Every applianckaild have a
completeset ofinstdlation instuctions and
should benstaled accading to he
manufacturer's ingictions. Wood stoves
should sit on a non-combustible surfae
on a code-sepcified or listed floor protetor.
Fireplaces shold have noncanbustible
materals aound the openig and heaht
Space haters should b placed ora firm
surfa@e out ofthe wayso thathey wont be
tipped over and spill fuel drave hot
surfaces ome in @ntact with combustible

amounts ofjasolhe mixed wilh kerosae
can inceasele riskof fire. The diectons
on artficial logs made fom wax and
sawduwst say they shuold be wised oneat a
time in fireplace and never used in wood
stoves This 5 becauséhe heatan melthe
log caugg itto flare up oleak buning
liquid from the appliance. Prag®-treated
wood should not be burned in stoves or
fireplacesbecaug it contairs toxic
chemicals that can nake yousick. Always
use a fireplace seen to keep sparks from
igniting materalsin the pom. Keep a
window ajar or the door open in a room
where a1 unvented reater is in se. Avad
the use 6 extensia cordswith electiic
heaters. Never use heatéosdry clothing or

flooring. Many space heaterds are caused other combustibles. Do not leavieeplaces

by the heater beingpped over by children
or pets. Combustibles such asrtains,

chairs firewood, and ean wallsshould be
at leasthree feet away ém the appliance.

or most pace heatrs unaended. Young
children should b&ept awayrom any
appliance that has hot suréscthat can
cause burns.

Vents and chimneys for heating appliances \ain tain C arefu lly

must ke installedwith proper clearaces to
combustible material§ypically,18 inches
of air spaceis requiredbetweea single-wall
connecto pipesand combushiles and 2
inches bawveen inslated dimneys ad
combustibles. A common fire problem
exists where chimney pipes pass through
exterior walls and ae too closeto
combustibles within the wall. Unvented
gas-fired space heas should not be used
in small erclosed aras, espeially
bedrooms, because of the potental f
carbon nonoxide misoning.

Chimneys and vents should be inspected
and deanda anrually. Have chmneys
inspected ard cleared when necessary ly a
professional chimney sweep. Creasd an
unavoidabd producof wood-buning
stoves ad fireplaces. Creaote builds up in
connectors and chinay flues and can cause
a chimney fire. Don’t burn newspapers or
other trash in a fireplaezbecause thy burn
too hot and can ignite a chimneyefi
Kerosene haetersshould be leaned and
wicks replacedannually. Electric eaters
with frayed or damaged cords should never
be used.
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